THE   NEW   OPTIMISM
station, is almost as forgotten as his writings, his work for the freedom of sm es, the reform of the law, and the diffusion of knowledge, should outweigh his faults in the final reckoning But there uas a clanger lest, in the unprecedented crisis that confronted humanity at this time, people should be encouraged to believe that the gospel of salvation was to be found in penny encyclopaedias, and that the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge was an acceptable substitute for the complete mental and spiritual readjustment to a revolutionised environment, that mankind must make or perish There was a more ominous import than Tennyson perhaps realised in his lines
" Let knowledge grow from more to more, But more of reverence in us dwell, That mind and soul* tccotdjtng wdl, May make one music ms before,"
The fact is that this a^e, so abounding 10 energy, so fruitful of mechanical invention, was almost bank-rupt of a philosophy The task of enlarging the empire of man over matter ami liberalizing obsolete institutions, was one that seemed to call for nothing more than practical common sense, and it was mere waste of time to sit cogitating about the ultimate significance of the changes that were taking place. It was only ptactical men *n a huny who coma ever have taken seriously so muddled a philosophy as that of Bcntham, with his push-pm~poetry calculus When we think that Brougham, and James Mill, and Martin Tapper* passed for men of light and leading with the educated public, we can judge of the demand there w*s likely to be for subtle or profocuod thought.
But there had arisen ooe greater than Brougham to interpret the spirit of tibe age. It was in 1825 that Thomas Babington Macaulay had leapt into youthful fame with an article cm Miltoo in Tb* Edt8km%& Rdww It was in 1837, the your of the Qocars accession, that he made a new edition of Bacon's